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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed 1/14/2010, with respect to amended independent 
claims have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. The following amendment is necessary to avoid an objection and/or a 35 U.S.C. 
112 second paragraph rejection. For emphasis, the amendment is adding a period at 
the end of the claim. 

Claim 26: 

An administrator node in a distributed communications network for exchanging 
information files among a plurality of nodes, the administrator node configured to: 
receive a discrepancy report from a reporting node, the discrepancy report identifying a 
source node and an information file, verify the discrepancy report, and modify a 
trustworthy-measure associated at least one node of the plurality of nodes, based on 
whether the discrepancy report is valid: and wherein the discrepancy report is based on 
a comparison of a code computed by the reporting node to an identifying code 
corresponding to contents of the information file at a prior time to determine that the 
discrepancy report identifies a discrepancy that is not due to a communication error, the 
administrator node is configured to verify the discrepancy report by: receiving the 
information file from the source node, and determining a verification code based on 
received content of the information file, and comparing the verification code to the 
identifying code. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter; the claims are allowable because the examiner found neither 
prior art cited in its entirety, nor based on the prior art, found any motivation to combine 
any of the said prior arts. 

4. Claims 2-3, 8-9, 15-19, 21-24, 26-31, and 34 are allowed over the prior art of 
records. 

For Independent claim 2. 

• Prior art has been found to teach "A method of affecting a trustworthy-measure 
associated with a source node in a distributed network, the method comprising: 
receiving an information file from the source node and a corresponding identifying 
code that is based on content of the information file when the information file is 
introduced to the network, and computing an associated code based on received 
content of the information file: comparing the associated code with the identifying 
code; transmitting an error report to an administrator node, the error report 
identifying the source node and the information file, when at least one of the 
following occur: the associated code does not correspond to the identifying code, 
and the content of the information file is abnormal; verifying the error report by the 
administrator node; and reducing the value of the trustworthy-measure associated 
with the source node in response to the administrator node verifying the error report, 
thereby providing the reduced-value trustworthy measure for evaluating subsequent 
use of the source node; ..." 
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• Since, no prior art was found to teach:" ... wlierein transmitting an error report 
includes transmitting an error report in response to ttie step of comparing indicating 
that a difference between the associated code and the identifying code is not caused 
by a communication error, and further including: repeating the receiving, computing, 
and comparing steps prior to transmitting the error report" as it pertains to the other 
portions of the claim as a whole , in a manner that would motivate a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine it as an 
obvious inclusion, 

• The examiner found the invention as claimed to be novel, and allowed it to be 
patented. 

For independent claim 8. 

• Prior art has been found to teach "A method of facilitating control of distribution of 
modified or corrupted files in a distributed network, the method comprising: providing 
a catalog of available files to nodes of the distributed network, the catalog identifying 
each file of the available files and a corresponding source node of each file, 
processing an error report from a target node that received a downloaded file from a 
selected source node, verifying the error report, degrading a trustworthy-measure of 
at least one node of the distributed network based on a result of verifying the error 
report, and providing the trustworthy-measure of the at least one node to other 
nodes of the distributed network; wherein verifying the error report is based upon an 
identifying code corresponding to an original version of the downloaded file,..." 
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• Since, no prior art was found to teacli:" ... and verifying tine error report includes 
receiving tine downloaded file from the selected source node by an administrator 
node, computing a verification code based on content of the downloaded file 
received by the administrator node, comparing the verification code with the 
identifying code, and verifying the error report when the verification code does not 
correspond to the identifying code." as it pertains to the other portions of the claim as 
a whole , in a manner that would motivate a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine it as an obvious inclusion, 

• The examiner found the invention as claimed to be novel, and allowed it to be 
patented. 

For independent claim 15. 

• Prior art has been found to teach "A method of controlling a trustworthy-measure 
associated with a source node in a distributed network, the method comprising: 
receiving, from a reporting node, a report of a modification or corruption of an 
information file by the source node, determining a validity of the report, and 
degrading the trustworthy-measure associated with the source node when the report 
is determined to be valid; wherein determining the validity of the report includes 
notifying the source node of the report, and assessing a response from the source 
node to determine the validity of the report;..." 

• Since, no prior art was found to teach:"... and wherein receiving a report of a 
modification or corruption of an information file by the source node includes 
receiving a report that the modification or corruption was not caused by a 
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communication error, and assessing tlie response includes: determining that the 
report is valid if the response is a null-response, or an admittance of effecting the 
modification or corruption of the information, and revising the report to identify an 
alternative source of the modification or corruption of the information, if the response 
includes an acknowledgement of the modification or corruption" as it pertains to the 
other portions of the claim as a whole , in a manner that would motivate a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine it as an 
obvious inclusion, 

• The examiner found the invention as claimed to be novel, and allowed it to be 
patented. 

For Independent claim 21 . 

• Prior art has been found to teach "A communication network, comprising: a plurality 
of nodes, including at least a source node, a target node, and an administrator node, 
the source node having an information file and a corresponding identifying code 
based on content of the information file at a prior point in time, the target node being 
configured to: receive the information file and identifying code, transmit a 
discrepancy report based on at least one of: a discrepancy between the identifying 
code and a computed code based on received content of the information file, and an 
abnormality in the information file, and the administrator node being configured to: 
receive the discrepancy report, verify validity of the discrepancy report, and modify a 
trustworthy-measure associated with at least one node of the plurality of nodes in 
response to verifying the validity of the discrepancy report;..." 
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• Since, no prior art was found to teacli:"... wlierein the administrator node is furtlier 
configured to verify validity of the discrepancy report prior to modifying the 
trustworthy-measure by verifying that the discrepancy report is indicative of a 
modification or corruption of an information file by the source node that is not based 
upon a communication error" as it pertains to the other portions of the claim as a 
whole , in a manner that would motivate a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine it as an obvious inclusion, 

• The examiner found the invention as claimed to be novel, and allowed it to be 
patented. 

For Independent claim 26. 

• Prior art has been found to teach "An administrator node in a distributed 
communications network for exchanging information files among a plurality of nodes, 
the administrator node configured to: receive a discrepancy report from a reporting 
node, the discrepancy report identifying a source node and an information file, verify 
the discrepancy report, and modify a trustworthy-measure associated at least one 
node of the plurality of nodes, based on whether the discrepancy report is valid;..." 

• Since, no prior art was found to teach:"... and wherein the discrepancy report is 
based on a comparison of a code computed by the reporting node to an identifying 
code corresponding to contents of the information file at a prior time to determine 
that the discrepancy report identifies a discrepancy that is not due to a 
communication error, the administrator node is configured to verify the discrepancy 
report by: receiving the information file from the source node, and determining a 
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verification code based on received content of the information file, and comparing 
the verification code to the identifying code." as it pertains to the other portions of the 
claim as a whole , in a manner that would motivate a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to combine it as an obvious inclusion, 

• The examiner found the invention as claimed to be novel, and allowed it to be 
patented. 

For Independent claim 34. 

• Prior art has been found to teach "A method of facilitating control of distribution of 
modified or corrupted files in a distributed network, the method comprising: providing 
a catalog of available files to nodes of the distributed network, the catalog identifying 
each file of the available files and a corresponding source node of each file, 
processing an error report from a target node that received a downloaded file from a 
selected source node, verifying the error report, degrading a trustworthy-measure of 
at least one node of the distributed network based oil a result of verifying the error 
report, and providing the trustworthy- measure of the at least one node to other 
nodes of the distributed network: wherein verifying the error report includes 
determining an originator node responsible for modifications to the downloaded file 
giving rise to the error report, wherein determining the originator node includes 
notifying the selected source node, and assessing a response from the selected 
source node to determine the validity of the error report;..." 

• Since, no prior art was found to teach:"... and wherein assessing the response 
includes determining that the error report is valid if the response is a null-response 
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or an admittance of causing the modifications to the downloaded file, and revising 
the report to identify an alternative source of the modifications to the downloaded file 
if the response includes an acknowledgement of the modifications" as it pertains to 
the other portions of the claim as a whole , in a manner that would motivate a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine it as an 
obvious inclusion, 

• The examiner found the invention as claimed to be novel, and allowed it to be 
patented. 

For dependent claims 3. 9. 16-19. 22-24. and 27-29. the claims are allowed due to their 
dependency on allowable independent claims 2, 8, 15, 21, and 26. 

Conclusion 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: see attached form PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YAIR LEIBOVICH whose telephone number is 



Application/Control Number: 10/542,181 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2114 

(571)270-3796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30AM 
to 5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Badderman can be reached on (571)272-3644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 

from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/Scott T Baderman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 14 
Y.L. 



